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  Policy  
 

Rationale 

At Boddam School, we value our pupils’ enthusiasm for learning and recognise that meaningful home learning 
can serve to support this. We also recognise Parents’ desire to understand their child’s learning journey and 
support them with this at home.  
 
Research has shown that if home learning is assigned in a meaningful manner, in different degrees and 
quantities in relation to year of schooling, and in relation to the learning needs of pupils, it may have some 
limited positive benefits to the learning process. The most current research into home learning (2016 
onwards) shows that the purpose of home learning should be to practice, reinforce, or apply acquired skills 
and knowledge. All recent research agrees that when pupils are given too much home learning, this can make 
the learning process less effective. The duration of home learning should also be considered, taking into 
account the age of pupils – educational experts suggest that home learning should be set in a ratio related to 
the school year in which the pupils are enrolled (5 minutes per upper year group in their stage e.g. P1, 5 
minutes per day, P2 – P4 pupils, no more than 20 minutes a day, P5-P7 pupils, no more than 35 minutes per 
day. This time includes levelled reading (but not reading for pleasure or being read to). It is important to 
consider that parental involvement increases pupil achievement. 
 
As such, this policy aims to identify the most appropriate and effective home learning practices to be used at 
Boddam to support pupils’ learning and parental engagement.  
 

Aims 
• To ensure that home learning set for Boddam pupils serves to support and enhance their learning. 
• To ensure that home learning is meaningful and age-appropriate. 
• To ensure that parental engagement in home-learning is considered, where appropriate. 
• To ensure that the purpose, frequency, duration and type of home learning set is considered and is 

appropriate to the learning needs of the pupils. 
 

Procedures 

General 

• For Primary pupils who receive home learning, it will consist of updated spelling words or times 
tables. At the start of each term, resources and ideas for how to effectively learn and practice spelling 
words and times tables will be shared with parents. As such, there will be no written tasks to hand in 
or be marked. Instead, pupils’ success will be identified through their use of spelling words or times 
tables in the class work or through an informal spelling or times tables test, which may take place in 
class 

• Teachers should ensure that parents are aware of their child’s success or any issues arising from the 
home learning. 

• Additional / individual tasks may be set where a child has been absent from school / is going to be 
absent / is receiving additional intervention in a particular area. 

• Text books, copy books or extensive use of worksheets are not permitted as home learning activities. 

• Additional information about topics covered within the class curriculum and activities related to these 
for independent/family perusal will be shared at the start of each term. Home learning must link to 
key objectives being studied in class and will predominantly relate to core curriculum subjects. 



• Home learning will not be set during the school summer break although recommendations for 
parents to support their children during the break may be provided. 

• All home learning tasks are optional and no disciplinary action or sanctions will be applied to children 
who do not complete any home learning tasks as Primary children are largely dependent on the 
adults who support them to be able to engage in these activities 

 
Early Level (Nursery & P1) 
No home learning should be assigned to Early Level students, although Early Level teachers may provide and 
recommend resources to support families in early learning activities (playing, talking, and reading together). It 
is important to consider that parental involvement increases student achievement. Parents can be involved 
by reading with their children and involving their children in sports and cultural activities. 
 
First Level (P2, P3 & P4) 

• Home learning should not exceed more than 20 minutes per day. 

• Daily reading to and/or with children is expected.  

• Teachers will provide materials to ensure parents have meaningful learning activities to do with their 
children at home, should they choose to  

 
Second Level (P5, P6 & P7) 

• Home learning should not exceed more than 35 minutes per day. 

• Daily reading to and/or with children is expected.  

• Teachers will provide materials to ensure parents have meaningful learning activities to do with their 
children at home, should they choose to  

• Tasks that pupils choose to complete independently at home from these materials may include: 
Practising (work that reviews and reinforces skills and concepts taught in class); Reading from school 
allocated texts or library books; Rehearsing (e.g. number facts and Mental Maths objectives / spelling 
words etc.); Speaking and listening activities (Talk Home learning); Extension home learning (work 
that assists students to explore and refine their learning by applying what they have learnt through 
problem solving, and thinking creatively and critically, this helps students make connections between 
what they have learnt and the real world). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendices 

Home Learning Grid Example 
 

 
 
 

 


